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for access, including those made under
the Freedom of Information Act.

[40 FR 7925, Feb. 24, 1975. Redesignated at 50
FR 15723, Apr. 19, 1985]

§ 1254.34 Records of defunct agencies.

Access to archives and FRC records
received from agencies which have
ceased to exist without a successor in
function are handled in accordance
with §§ 1254.30 and 1254.50.

[44 FR 18496, Mar. 28, 1979. Redesignated at 50
FR 15723, Apr. 19, 1985]

§ 1254.35 Presidential records and
Nixon Presidential materials.

Access to Presidential records trans-
ferred to NARA is governed by 36 CFR
part 1270. Access to the Nixon Presi-
dential materials is governed by 36
CFR part 1275.

[59 FR 29194, June 6, 1994]

§ 1254.36 Donated historical materials.

The public use of donated historical
materials is subject to restrictions on
their use and availability as stated in
writing by the donors or depositors of
such materials and other restrictions
imposed by statute. (Researchers are
encouraged to confer with the appro-
priate director or reference staff mem-
ber on any question of copyright.) In
addition, use is subject to all condi-
tions specified by the Archivist of the
United States for purposes of archival
preservation.

[59 FR 29194, June 6, 1994]

§ 1254.38 Freedom of Information Act
requests.

(a) Applicability. This section applies
to Freedom of Information Act re-
quests for unclassified and classified
archives. This section does not apply to
requests for FRC records or donated
historical materials.

(b) Definitions.
Potentially confidential commercial in-

formation means records submitted to
any agency by a submitter that may
contain material exempt from release
under 5 U.S.C. 552(b)(4) because disclo-
sure could reasonably be expected to
cause a submitter substantial competi-
tive harm.

Submitter means any person or entity
providing potentially confidential com-
mercial information to an agency. The
term submitter includes, but is not lim-
ited to, corporations, state govern-
ments, and foreign governments.

(c) Requirements. Requests for access
to archives under the FOIA shall rea-
sonably describe the records requested,
shall be made in writing to the director
of the appropriate NARA depository
listed in part 1253 of this chapter or to
the Assistant Archivist for the Na-
tional Archives, and shall clearly indi-
cate that the request is being made
under the Act.

(d) Processing time. NARA shall in-
form requesters of the availability of
records within 10 workdays after re-
ceiving a request, except when pre-
cluded from doing so by conditions as
described in 5 U.S.C. 552a(6)(B), or by
the need to consult with a submitter,
as set forth in § 1254.39.

(e) Denial of access. Denials under the
FOIA of access to archives are made by
the appropriate director of a Presi-
dential library or a regional archives
or the Assistant Archivist for the Na-
tional Archives, who, within 10 work-
days, shall notify the requester of the
reasons for the denial and of the proce-
dures for appeal.

(f) Appeals. (1) A requester whose re-
quest for access is denied in whole or in
part, or who receives a response that
no responsive records were found and
who considers the latter response as
adverse in nature, may appeal that de-
cision or finding within NARA. The ap-
peal shall be in writing and addressed
to the Deputy Archivist of the United
States (ND), National Archives, Wash-
ington, DC 20408.

(2) The Deputy Archivist must re-
ceive an appeal no later than 35 cal-
endar days after the date of the NARA
letter of denial to be considered time-
ly.

(3) The appeal letter shall include the
words ‘‘Freedom of Information Act
Appeal’’ on both the letter and the en-
velope, and the requester shall enclose
with the appeal letter a copy of the ini-
tial request and the denial.

(4) In the appeal letter the requester
shall briefly state the reasons why
NARA should release the records, or, if
no responsive records were found and
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